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INTRODUCTION :

Most families in Biblical times were farm households. Even today farming is by far the largest
occupational group, claiming almost fifty percent of the world's labor force. It is not strange,
therefore, that a great many of the spiritual lessons in the Bible are expressed in terms of
agricultural principles, i.e., illustrated by analogies with truths universally recognized in farming. 

DISCUSSION:

I.  The permanence of agriculture — "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and
harvest..shall not cease." Gen. 8:22

A. This promise to Noah is worldwide, to the end of time. 1. Some of God's principles restricted
to one nation, one dispensation 2. Though other occupations may come and go (e.g.,
blacksmith), there will always be agriculture.

B. The work of the church is also permanent to meet a need which will exist till time ends. Matt.
28:20 
1. Kingdom shall stand forever Dan. 2:44 
2. Provision made for its perpetuation 2 Tim. 2:2

II.  Reaping sparingly or bountifully — "He which soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly..."  2 Cor. 9:6

A.  Farmer recognizes it is false economy to sow too few seeds at sowing time 
B.  Almost any business could cut expenses (e.g. stopping all advertising, staying open only four

hours daily, disconnecting telephone; mail-order houses could save a fortune by
publishing no catalog but these would be false economies, sowing sparingly.

C.  Principle of sowing and reaping applies to the church and to individual Christians.
1.  Church could economize by discontinuing regular preaching, gospel meetings,

radio program, tracts, literature, etc., but would be sowing sparingly 1 Cor. 15:58
2.  Individual, too, gets out of the Christian life in proportion to what he puts into it Mark

10:29,30

III.  "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." Gal. 6:7,8
A. It is an invariable principle that one reaps the species he has sown -- with the

expectation of multiplying it, 30,60, or 100 fold.
B.  We deceive ourselves when we act as though this principle does not apply to us spirit-

ually.
1.  This life is sowing time; final harvest time is eternity. Gal. 6:8
2.  Parents often see harvest of their sowing even in this life as their children grow up and

reflect in adult life the childhood emphasis, whether spiritual or fleshly.

IV.  Peril of over-caution --- "...he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap." Eccl. 11:4



A. Always some risk involved in farming
1.  If farmer delayed harvest until certain it would not rain, he would never harvest.
2.  Farmer who planted no corn--"'fraid of drouth"--no cotton--"'fraid of boll

weevils"--didn't plant anything --- "just played safe:"
B.  Peril of over-caution is never trying anything for fear it might fail. Someone has

said, "No worthwhile thing would ever be accomplished if all possible objections
must first be overcome." Consider--
1.  Congregation needing new building, yet fearing to launch out and build
2.  Christians afraid to sing in worship
3.  Brethren afraid to take public part in worship
4.  Those afraid to teach a Bible class
5.  Afraid to do any personal teaching, etc.
6.  "I'm afraid I can't hold out" is used as an excuse for not obeying the gospel
7.  "He made no mistakes, he took no wrong roads. He never fumbled the ball. He

never went down 'neath the weight of the load; he simply did nothing at all.

V. "The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few..." Matt. 9:37,38
A.  Visualize a wheat field in Kansas with many square miles of wheat ready for harvest, but

with only a dozen laborers using only hand tools.
B. The laborers are few today, and the harvest is indeed plenteous with 3.6 billion souls now

living and a world population of six billion by 2000 A.D., not even thirty-five years away. 
1. Shortage of evangelists in U.S. and abroad--Christian parents, churches, should

encourage men to qualify for this work 
2. With at least five hundred congregations started annually, and with present leaders

passing from the scene, great need exists for men to qualify as elders, deacons I
Tim. 3 3. Rapid growth of church requires many new Bible teachers for classes
from preschool to adult 4. Constant need for more personal workers 

VI. "My word... shall not return unto me void." Isa. 55:10,11
A.  Just as rain and snow accomplish God's purpose in watering the earth "that it may give seed

to the sower and bread to the eater," God's word will accomplish its intended purpose.
B.  We are assured the preaching of God's word will not fail to have its effect when we preach it

through every right medium at our disposal.
C.  This does not mean that the effect will always be the conversion of the one to whom it is

preached.
1.  Moses didn't convert Pharoah; Pharoah hardened his heart as does every person

even today who hears and rejects the Holy Spirit's Word.
2.  God's word preached by Paul to Felix and to Agrippa did not convert, but it

had its effect.
3.  God's Word through His Son caused some to believe--but caused others to perse-

cute Jesus.
D. Preaching of the cross has two entirely different effects:

1. "To them that perish foolishness" 
2. "Unto us, which are saved, it is the power of God" 1 Cor. 1:18



VII. Seed and soil---"The seed is the word of God" Luke 8:11
A.  Seed falls into four types of soil: (1) by the wayside; (2) in shallow ground; (3) among thorns;

and (4) into good soil.
B.  Word of God preached to four types of hearers:

1. Those upon whom it makes no impression
2. Those whose conversion is shallow
3. Those who let world crowd out the Word
4. Those of good and honest hearts

C.  Much seed is lost in the sowing, but that which falls into good and honest hearts and bears
fruit more than justifies the sowing. (Just as with salesmen, not every call is a prospect,
and not every so-called prospect becomes a sale --- but we must try every possibility).

VIII.  "I planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase." 1 Cor. 3:5-9
A. Someone has said that a farmer has the least excuse of anybody for being an unbeliever

because his whole work depends so directly upon a partnership with God.
1. Farmer (a) plants seed, (b) cultivates the crop, (c) reaps harvest.
2. But he must depend upon God to provide soil, moisture, sun, air, and the seed with its

germ of life.
3.  God gives the increase. If He takes away any of these elements, there will be no crop

and no harvest:
B. Christians preach the word, encourage those converted by its power, but God must give

the increase.
1.  God has done and will continue to do His part, even though we do not comprehend it

all.
2.  But span must accept God's grace through faith Eph. 2:8, complying with His terms of

pardon. Acts 2:38

IX. "In due season we shall reap if we faint not." Gal. 6:9
A. Farmer doesn't plant one day and expect to start harvesting the next morning.

1.  There is work involved between planting and harvest.
2.  There is patient waiting. James 5:7,8

B. We shall reap eternal life --- "if we faint not"
1.  Paul admonishes not to become weary in well doing.
2.  What if Edison had stopped just short of his last experiment--of hundreds--in

developing the electric light?
3.  In the words of the song, "Don't forget the night is darkest just before the break of

dawn."
4.  Discouragement is one of Satan's dangerous, effective tools.

C.  Great theme of Revelation involves ultimate, final, complete triumph of the Lord and His
people.
1.  We are engaged in a warfare, therefore, in which the outcome is already prophetically

announced.
2.  Question therefore is not "Who will win?" but rather, "Will I be on the Lord's side

when it ultimately prevails, or will I have become weary, fainted, and deserted?"
3.  Neutrality in this conflict is impossible. "He that is not with me is against me" Matt.



12:30; 1 Kgs. 18

“There is now, as has ever been, no middle ground between right
and wrong, truth and error, god and Satan.  The fact that one tries
to be neutral or on the fence, places him on the wrong side” — H.
Leo Boles
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