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INTRODUCTION:
1.  Cf. with Christ - Son of God and Son of Man
2.  Two extremes: To some the church is on a par with all human, man-made

organizations. Others fail to take account of the human element.

DISCUSSION:

I. In origin the church is divine.
A. Subject of prophecy Isa. 2:1,2; Eph. 3:9-11.

1.  Not an invention of men or the Apostles.
2.  Not to cover up God's mistake e.g. Premillennialism; dispensationalism.

B. Bought with blood of Christ Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25.
1.  Therefore, not non-essential.
2.  Cannot separate "Christianity" and the church.

C. Brought into existence by God's power Acts 2; Mk. 9:1.
1.  The test of New Testament church is fidelity to the pattern.
2.  There are many human religious organizations, in origin, worship, doctrine, etc

II. In make-up it is human.
A.  The New Testament church is made up of its members. 1 Cor. 12:20,27; Eph.

2:18-22; 1 Pet. 2:5 Thus not a hierarchy or something separate from the members.
B.  Errors.

1.  We will see discrepancies between teaching and life--theory and practice. e.g.
preachers, elders, etc. 
a.  Some so serious it is hypocrisy. 
b.  The important thing is not "Does the gap exist?" but "How wide is it?, What is

my attitude toward it?, Is it narrower than it was?" etc.
2.  We will see personal differences, personality conflicts, etc. Although they exist in

the church as elsewhere our Christian principles help to overcome them. Cf.
marriage.

3. Mistakes will be made. 
a. Preachers - I've made many in life. Some may have kept some from becoming

Christians. Cf. with mistakes of a doctor. These are more serious 
b. Elders are only human; teachers,. song leaders, etc., need suggestions 
c. In our families we overlook eccentricities, etc., because of love, that others

notice. We should be a family in the church.
4. There will be some who sit idly by, then say, "See what we have done." I forget

this myself, yet it is hard to realize that such could call themselves Christians.
That is true in all group under-takings; but for Christians it is obvious they do not
really understand part of this lesson.

CONCLUSION:   If we had properly understood the "human" aspect of the church, we



could have been spared much grief and many congregations would not have split; young
Christians would not have been disillusioned, etc.
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