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INTRODUCTION:
1.  We need to make a plea for the "old paths."  Jer. 6:16
2.  We should "speak where the Bible speaks..."

DISCUSSION:

I. The Falling Away.
A.  The model church presented in the New Testament.  Matt. 16:18; Acts 2; Eph.

1:22-23
B.  Departures one by one culminated into the apostate Catholic church: change in church

organization, addition of indulgences, sprinkling, auricular confession, etc.
C.  Falling away foretold.  2 Thess. 2:6-12; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 1 John 4:1
D.  Efforts of Reformation resulted in denominationalism.

II. The Restoration.
A.  Causes demanding the Restoration Movement
B.  Attempts at restoration made by James 0. Kelley, Rice. Haggard, Abner Jones, Barton

Stone and others.                  
C. Work of Alexander Campbell:

"You have done me, gentlemen, too much honor
in saying that I am the "founder" of the
denomination, quite numerous and respectable
in many portions of the west ... I have always
repudiated all human heads and human names
for the people of the Lord, and shall feel
very thankful if you will correct the erro-
neous impression which your article may
have made in thus representing me as the
founder of a religious denomination." (Rich-
ardson, Memoirs of Alexander Campbell, Vol.
II, p.444.)

D. Principles of the Restoration.
1.  Objective of the new fellowship was in due time to accomplish "an entire union

of all the churches in faith and practice..."
2. A "thus saith the Lord" was demanded in religion.
3. Primitive Christianity was described as "...take up things just as the Apostles left

them."
4. Proposition 1, "That the church of Christ upon earth is essentially, intentionally

and constitutionally one... Proposition 4, "...the New Testament is a perfect



constitution for the worship, discipline and government of the New
Testament church."  Proposition 10, "That division among Christians is a horrid
evil, fraught with many evils."

E. "...union in truth is our motto" (Thomas Campbell, Declaration and Address, pp. 15
17, 27, 33. 

The Principles.  The pleas of the "current Reformation" were (1) to
restore primitive Christianity. This necessitated a complete bypass of the
Protestant Reformation and Catholicism;  (2) union of all professed
believers;  (3) no creed but the Bible,  (4) no name but Christ's (Christian);
( 5) not to establish another denomination; (6) "we neither advocate
Calvinism, Arminianism, Arianism, Socinianism, Unitarianism, Deism, or
Sectarianism, but New Testamentism." (Richardson, op.cit., Vol. II p. 158
Quoted.)

III. The Restoration continues today.
A. Go back to the Bible.  1 Pet. 4:11
B. Bible is only creed.  2 Pet. 4:11
C. Unity of the Spirit.  Eph. 4:3-6
D. Christian only.  Acts 11:26
E. Worship according to the New Testament.  John 4:24
F. Exalt Christ as head of the church.  Eph.l:22,23
G. All sufficiency of the church.  Eph. 3:21

CONCLUSION:
1.  Be a member of the church of the New Testament.  Matt. 16:18
2.  The Restoration plea is safe, sensible and Scriptural. The church was established 33

A.D. and within a century the leaven of departure from the Scriptures began to work.
The development of this gradual apostasy culminated into Catholicism. During the
Medieval Ages, church and state were combined. Consequently, an idea evolved in
the structure of nations that there could not be any political progress without religious
connection. It was in this era individual liberty, freedom, thought, and judgment were
suppressed. Early attempts at reforming certain evils in the Catholic church were
made by Waldo, Wycliff, Huss, and others. The religious rebellion triumphed in the
sixteenth century Protestant Reformation. When Luther nailed the ninety-five theses
to the church door in Wittenberg (October 31, 1517 he made an everlasting
contribution to religious liberty. The Restoration Movement, three hundred years
later, with its "back to the Bible" pleas is indebted much to the revolt of Luther, and to
his unchaining the Bible from the pulpit.
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